BEES TOW  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH . 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920 


/ 


TO  THE  BEESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 

/ 


Bailee "and  Gentlemen,  > * 

Having  taken  up  my  duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  October  1st,  1919,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  first  Annual 
Report . 

The  subject  matter  of  this  Report  has,  as  far  as 
possible,  been  arranged  in  accordance  with  a memorandum  on  the  contents 
and  arrangement  of  the  annual  reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for 
1920,  Issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OP  THE  DISTRICT. 


Population . 

The  population  as  determined  by  the  Census  of  1911  was  11,341; 
there  were  2,723  houses  and  the  average  number  of  persons  per  house  was 
4-17.  The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  the  population  for  1920,  applical 
for  the  calculation  of  both  birth  and  death  rates,  is  12,^27.  Last  year 
figures  were  supplied,  12,649  for  calculating  the  birth  rate  and-  12,143  for 
the  death  rate,  the  former  included  soldiers  and  civilians,  the  latter 


civilians  only. 

At  present  there  are  3030  houses  and  the  average  number  of  ne- 
per house  is  again  4-17  according  to  the  Registrar  Generals  estimate; 
must  be  admitted,  however,  that  our  knowledge  as  to  population  Is  very 
•m certain  at  present. 


Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

Beeston  lies  to  the  south  west  of  Nottingham  with  which  city  it 
is  connected  by  adequate  train  and'  motor  omnibus  services.  The  centre  of 
the  tow®  is  about  four  miles  distant  from  Nottingham  Market  Place.  The 
highest  point  in  the  District  (213  feet  above  sea  level)  is  near  the- norths' 
boundary  and  from  this  elevation  the  ground,  generally  speaking,  slopes 
southwards  to  the  Trent,  where  the  level  is  about  80  feet. 

The  subsoil  is  composed  of  gravel  which  lies  on  sand-stone. 

These  geological  formations  together  with  the  prevailing  gentle  slope  favoiu 
effectual  drainage  of  surface  water.  Certain  areas  in  the  more  low-lying 
portion  of  the  District  are,  however,  liable  to  occasional  flooding  after 
continuous  and  heavy  rain.  The  land  area  of  the  District  extends  to  1,586 
acres,  the  population-  per  acre  being  8*0.  The  total  area,  including  water 
la  16.01  acres. 

penial  Conditions. 

The  manufacture  of  lace  and  allied  Industries  although  depresse.: 
at  present  provide  occupation  for  a large  number  of”  workers  in  more  normal 
times.  Among  other  industrial  concerns.  Telephone  Works,  an  Iron  Foundry, 
Brewery,  various  Engineering  Works,  and  Creosote  works  for  dipping  rail. a; 
snoopers,  may  be  mentioned.  No  industry  in  the  District  requires  special 
mention  as  being  Injurious  to  health.  It  should  be  added  that  a large 
number  of  Beeston  residents  find  employment  in  Nottingham. 

Poor  Law  Rebel. 

The  number  of  Beeston  residents  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief  i. 
1920  was  78,  and  the  total  amount  of  relief  for  the  District  for  the  year 
was  £772  -7-  6. 


and  Other  Forms  of  Gratuitous  Medical 


Relief  . 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BEESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Un- 

corrected 

Number. 

Nett. 

Under  1 year  of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

of  Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

Number. 

Rate 

per 

IOOO 

Nett 

Births. 

Number 

Rate 

per 

IOOO  of 
Popula- 
tion 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  of 
Population 

Number. 

Rate  per 
IOOO  of 
Population 

1919 

12,649 
(For  Birth 
Rate) 

12,143 
(For  Death 
Rate) 

222 

222 

I7'5 

126 

104 

5 

22 

22 

99' i 

143 

ii’8 

1920 

12,627 

302 

302 

239 

103 

816 

4 

r7 

19 

629 

Il6 

92 

The  Birth  rate , Infant  Mortality  Rat®  and  General  Death  Rate  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  during  1920  are  appended  for  comparison 
Birth  Rate  per  lOOO  of  Population  25*4.  Deaths  under  1 year  per  1000 
births  (Infant  Mortality  Rate)  80.  General  Death  Rate  12*4. 

Causes  of  Death  in  the  Bees  ton  Urban  District,  1920. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1.  Enteric  Fever 

2.  Small  Pox 

3.  Measles 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croop 

7.  Influenza 
So  Erysipelas 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1 0 . Tuber c ul o s i s Men ing i t i s 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

14.  Meningitis 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

16.  Bronchitis 

17.  Pneumonia  (ail  forms) 

18.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

19.  Diarrhoea  etc.  (under  2 years) 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  the  liver 
21A  Alcoholism 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright's  Disease 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

24.  Parturition  (apart  from 
puerperal  fever) 

25.  Congenital  Debility  etc. 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  suicide 

27.  Suicide 

28.  Other  defined  Disea.se.s- 

29.  Causes  illdefined  or  unknown 


Deaths . 

Males  Females. 
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Total  Deaths 


116 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TH-b  DISTRICT. 


Water. 

Nottingham  Corporation  provides  Beeston  with 
of  excellent  quality.  About  twenty  houses  in  out 


a constant  w&ts 
•lying  portions 


District  are  dependent  on  'Wells  for  their 
and  purity  of  the  water  yie'lded  by  one  of 
investigated  by  the  Council. 


;r  supply 
of  the 

domestic  supply;  the  adequacy 
these  wells  is  now  being 


Rivers  and  Streams.  _ 

The  principal  rivers  and  streams  are  the  Trent,  the  Beeston  Canal,  ■ 

and  the  Tot tie  Brook,  a small  and  comparatively  rapidly  flowing  stream 
which  In  part  of  its  course  separates  the  Urban.  District  of  Beeston  from 
the  City  of  Nottingham;  there  is  no  evidence  of  serious  pollution  of 
these  within  the  District. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Beeston  has  "the  advantage  of  possessing  adequate  and  efficient  Sewage 
Works , completed  in  1916 ’and  comprising  three  Dortmund  Tanks,  four 
Filtering  Beds,  Engine  House,  and  Destructor.  The  fourth  filter  bed  is 
npt  yet  in  use,  but  material  for  Its  filling  is  now  being  collected.  The 
effluent  is  satisfactory  and  flows  partly  into  the  Trent  and  partly  into 
the  Beeston  Canal.  Sewage  from  the" low- lying  Hylands  district  at  present 
collects  in  a tank  from  which  it  is\  pumped  on  to  a small  area  of  land  to 
escape  by  percolation.  ‘This  localised  system  is  unsatisfactory  and  the 
best  means  of  replacing  it  without  delay  is  now  under  consideration  of  the 
Council.  There  are  seventeen  houses  in  the  Silver  hill  neighbourhood 
whose  drains  lead  Into  three  cesspools  emptied  periodically  by  ‘the  Council. 
It  has  now  been  decided  to  lay  a sewer  along  Albert  Road,  which  will  allow 
of  the  abolition  of  two  of  these  cesspools,  and  the  construction  of  the 
proposed  new  Nottingham  to  beeston  Boulevard  will  doubtless  afford  an 
opportunity  for  completing  the  sewering  of  *the  Silver  Hill  neighbourhood, 
fhen  the  Hylands  and  Silver  Hill  regions  have  been  satisfactorily  dealt 
with,  the  whole  District  will  be  adequately  sewered. 

Closet  Accommodation . 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1067  water  closets,  2333  pail 
closets,  15  privy  middens,  and  25  ashpits  separate  from  privies;  five 
I pail  closets  were  converted  into  water  closets  during  the  year.  The 
I abolition  of  the  privies  and  pail  closets  Is  undoubtedly  the  most  pressing 
I sanitary  need  of  the  District  at  the  present  time;  each  of  these  is  a 
I menace  to  the  Public  Health,  but  the  danger  is  greatest  in  connection  with 
I premises  where  food  is  prepared  orv  handled  for  distribution.  The  Council 
I has  resolved  to  proceed  as  soon  as;  possible  with  a scheme  for  the  conversici 
I to  the  water  carriage  system 'of  the  whole  of  the  pail  closets  in  the  Distri< 


I Scavenging . 

The  scavenging  of  the  whole  town  Is  efficiently  carried  out  by  the 
I Council  s'  staff.  Each  closet  tub  is  emptied  at  least  once  weekly  and  is 
I cleansed  and  tarred  bef'&re  being  returned  for  use.  Privies  are  emptied  by 
I the  Council  as  often  as  necessary,  and  ashpits^limilarly  dealt  with.  The 
I domestic  refuse  from  all  of  these  sources  is  taken  to  the  Destructor  which 
Ideals  Tilth  it  without  the  production  of  any  nuisance.  In  the  case  of  tub- 
closet  houses-.,  ashes  etc.  are  placed  in  the  tubs.  All  effort  is  being  made 
I to  abolish  fixed  ash-bins  for  water  closet  houses  and  there  has  been  a 
I considerable  in»rtase  in  the  number  of  sanitary  ash-bins  in  use  during 
I recent  years,  including  the  year  under  consideration,  in  addition  to  the 
| increase  due  to  trie  conversion  of  pail  closets  into  water  closets. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District . 

The  District  has  been  systematically  Inspected  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  ana  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health;  about  350  visits  were  made 
by  the  Sanitary  inspector  in  this  connection.  informal  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  the  following:- 
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Stopped  up  or  defective  drains 
Defective  or  insufficient  ashbins 
Defective  roofs  and.  ceilings 
Defective  closets 
Defective  gutters 
Defective  pig  styes 
Filthy  premises 
Various 


It  was  not  necessary  to  issue  any  statutory  notices. 

P r emises  and  Occupatio n s which  can  be  c ontroll ed  by  Byelaws  and. 

Regula t ions . 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District  and  i know  of 
no  underground,  sleeping  rooms.  There  is  a Skin  and  Hide  Factory  which  is 
conducted  without  causing  a nuisance , and  no  other  offensive  trades  are 
carried  on. 
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Schools . 

fj-r^g  ^wo  pup,iio  Elementary  Schools  in  Bees  ton  are  housed  in  building 
of  suitable  modern  construction  in  Church  Street  and  Nether  Street.  Ea ch 
consists  of  Boys’,  Girls'  and  Infants'  Departments,  and  the  Sanitation 
and  Water  Supply  in  each  case  is  quite  satisfactory.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  close  any  department  of  either  of  these  schools  on  account 
of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year  under  consideration-. 


FOOD . 


( a ) Hi Ik  Supply . 

The  cowsheds,  dairies,  and  milkshops  of  the  District  have  been 
systematically  inspected.  There  are  at  present  on  the  register^ 

7 Cowkeepers  and  21  Milksellers.  There  has  been,  during  the  year,  some 
improvement  in  certain  of  the  cowsheds,  of  which  there  are  15  in  the 
District,  in  the  matter  of  drainage  and  general  cleanliness,  but  very 
much  remains  to  be  accomplished  in  regard  to  the  sanitary  state  of  these 
premises  as  a whole.  The  general  condition  of  the  4sssd333'* and  milkshcps 
is  fairly  satisfactory. 

Hilk  for  Mothers  and  Chil d.re n . 

_ During  the  second  half" of  the  year,  2,300  lbs  of  glaxo  were 
supplied  at  cost  price  by  the  Council.  Previously  the  wo rk  had  been 
carried  out  by  the  Local  Food  Control  Committee. 


(b)  Meat. 

-ne  qulaity  of  the  meat  offered  for  sale  in  the  District  has  been 
satisfactory  on  the  whole.  In  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  concern. 
a quantity  of  10  lbs  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  No  meat  was 
condemned  during  the  year  on  account  of  tuberculosis.  The  number  of 
slaughterhouses  in  use,  eight,  remains  the  same  as  at  the  beginning  of 
rp.e  ysar , and  the  same,  I understand,  as  in  1914;  all  are  licensed, 
ne  premise g are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition,  but  the  construction  of 
a n';  :er  of  them  is  not . suited  to  their  purpose  and  for  this  reason. 


-id  especially  oecause  it  facilitates  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the 

1 Vf”!  n T f—v  ”1  i -l  4-  i • « 


< °laughter ; the  provision  of  a public  Abattoir  is  desirable. 


( c ) Other  Food 


are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  District;  of  these  two  are 
a°  ^sctories  and  the  remainder  as  workshops.  There  is  but 
-Looxe  eight  baking  carried  on  in-  the  District  and  there  are  no  under- 
rraund  bakehouses.  The  condition  of  the  premises  is  satisfactory  on 
“hole , ooo  frequently,  however,  the  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  a pail  closet,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  general 
,-onversion  scheme  comes  into  operation,  these  premises  will  he  among 
the  first  to  receive  attention. 

'■itn  exception  of  the  meat  already  referred  to,  the  only  food 
as  ^ sound  was  a mixed  consignment  of  tinned  food  stuffs, 
^inielly  fish.  No  case  of  food  poisoning  came  under  my  notice. 


PREVENTION  OF,  AND  COM TROL  OVER^  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 


General . 

With  the  exception  of  a somewhat  unusual  prevalence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  and  of  whooping  cough  later  on, 
the  District  has  been  comparatively  free  from  infectious  disease.  The 
total  number  of  notifications  was  124.  This  compares  favourably  with 
the  number  for  1919  which  was  142,  excluding  Measles  and  German  Measles 
which  are  now  no  longer  notifiable. 

The  method  of  control  adopted  by  my  predecessors  have  been  followed 
These  include  visits  to  houses  where  infection  has  occurred  with  a view 
to  investigating  the  source  of  infection  and  ascertaining  the  best  means 
of  preventing  its  spread.  The  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  is 
recommended  unless  satisfactory  home -treatment  is  possible.  The  premises 
are  disinfected  after  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  the  Sanatorium,  or 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  illness  if  he  remains  at  home.  Clothes  and 
other  infected  articles  are  treated  in  a Manlove  Alliott  Disinfector. 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Council  last  year  with  the  Basford 
Rural  District  Council  whereby  Beeston  residents  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria  or  Typhoid  Fever  can  be  treated  at  the  Pasford 
Sanatorium  are  working  smoothly,  although  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
if  the  Council  possessed  an  Isolation  Hospital  for  these  diseases- 
under  its  own  administrative  control.  23  patients  7?ere  removed  to  the 
Sanatorium  in  1920.  The  Council  possesses  a share  in  the  Rushcliffe 
Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Hucknall  which  is  kept  in  constant  readiness; 
fortunately  there  was  no  need  to  use  it  during  the  year.  Tuberculous 
patients  are  received  at  the  Ransom  Sanatorium,  Mansfield,  at  the 
discretion  of  'the  County  Medical  Officer,  8 cases  being  so  treated 
during  1919. 

Bacteriorlogical  aids  to  diagnosis  are  available  in  every  case  as 
the  result  of  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  with  the 
Nottingham  City  Pathological  Laboratory..  Details  for  1920  are  not  yet 
available  but  in  1919  five  samples  from  Beeston  were  examined  for 
Diphtheria  and  eight  for  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

scarlet  Fever . 

54  cases  were  notified  in  the  course  of  the  year  as  compared  with 
63  in  1919.  30  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  first  two  months  of  the 
year.  20  cases  were  removed  to  the  Basford  Sanatorium.  when  the  cases 
sent  to  Hospital  as  well  as  those  treated  at  home  are  considered,  it  Is 
found  that  only  in  one  doubtful  case  did  the  measures  adopted  fail  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection  from  a patient  to  other  individuals  in 
the  same  house,  after  the  diagnosis  had  been  made.  In  no  instance  did 
a fresh  case  arise  in  a house  after  the  return  of  the  patient  from 
Hospital.  All  the  cases  recovered. 

Diphtheria . 

There  were  11  cases  of  this  disease 
Three  of  the  patients  were  treated,  at  the 
ended  fatally.  Antitoxin  was  supplied  to 
the  Council  during  the  year. 

Enteric  Fever. 

1919  was  the  first  year  since  1910  in  which  enteric  fever  was 
Absent  from  the  District.  In  1920  Beeston  was  not  quite  so  fortunate ; 
one  case  occurred  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  followed  by  recovery. 

The  danger  of  pail  closet  system  lies  chiefly  in  the  facility  with 
which  it  may  propagate  this  disease. 

Pneumonia . 

~ 27  cases  were  notified  as  against  47  last  year.  This 
reduction  is  doubtless  largely  due  to  the  relative  freedom  which  the 
District  has  enjoyed  in  regard  to  Influenza.  Eleven  deaths  were 
attributed  to  during  the  year. 

fftfitmo/W 

Tuberculosis  . 

The  cases  notified  were  all  of  the  pulmonary  form,  17  in  number. 
This  figure  marks  a decided  increase  over  the  number  for  the.  preceding 
twelve  months  (11)  and  is  above  the  average  for  the  last  seven  years 
(15).  There  were  12  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  2 due 
to  other  forms  of  Tuberculous  disease.  This  gives  a total 
Tuberculosis  death  rate  of  1 • 11  as  against  1*07  for  1919;  the  rate 
for  the  whole  of  the  County  for  1919  was  1*14.  The  incidence  of  this 
disease  will  doubtless  again  decline  with  an  improvement  in  the 
conditions  of  overcrowding  now  so  prevalent. 


as  compared  with  9 last  year. 
Pasford  Sanatorium.  One  case 
9 patients  at  the  expense  of 


Other  Notifiable  Diseases. 

Seven  cases  of  "Malaria  were  notified,  the  disease  having  been 
contracted  abroad  in  each  instance.  There  were  five  cases  of 
Erysipelas  and  two  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  None  of  these  diseases 
caused  any  deaths  during  the  year.  There  were  no  cases  of  the  other 
notifiable  diseases.  In  connection  with  Small  Pox  I would  endorse 
the  remarks  made  by  my  predecessors  relating  to  the  very  grave  danger 
to  which  the  District  is  exposed  through  neglect  of  the  protection 
afforded  by  vaccination.  I note  with  great  concern  that  the  number 
of  exemptions  from  vaccination  granted  in  the  District  during  the 
year  amounts  to  as  much  as  5 6%  of  the  total  births. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  cases  notified: - 


1919 

1S20 

Scarlet  Fever 

63 

54 

Diphtheria 

9 

11 

Enteric  Fever  Fever 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

47 

27 

Tube  r c ul o s i s ( p ulmon a ry  ) 

10 

17 

" (other  forms  ) 

1 

0 

Malaria 

4 

7 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

Trench  Fever 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

Total ....... 

142  . 

124 

Non-Notlf jable  Disea ses . 

The  District" has  been  comparatively  free  from  Measles  and 
German  Measles,  diseases  which  have  been  non-notif iable  since  the 
end  of  1919.  Influenza  also  showed  but  slight  prevalence  and  no 
deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause  although  it  is  possible  that 
a portion  of  the  pneumonia  mortality  may  have  been  primarily  due 
to  Influenza.  Whooping  Cough  was  somewhat  prevalent  towards  the 
end  of  the  year. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

General  arrangements  for  Attending  to  the  Health  of  Mothers  and 

Young  Children . 

The  Council  has  at  present  the  part-time  service  of  a health 
Visitor  who  also  practises  as  a midwife  in  the  town.  Her  duties 
include  the  visiting  as  soon  as  possible  after  birth  and  the 
revisiting  at  frequent  intervals,  of  all  infants  and  children  up 
to  the  age  of  two  years,  the  visiting  of  all  cases  of  still  birt 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  instructions  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  relating  to  maternity  and  child 
welfare  generally. 

The  following  visits  have  been  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  • 
during  the  year:- 

To  infants  under  one  year  (1)  First  Visits  264 

(2)  Total  Visits  439 

To  Children  of  one  to  two 

years.  Total  Visits  163 

A quantity  of  dried  milk  has  been  distributed  at  cost  price, 
particulars  of  which  may  he  found  in  the  paragraph  relating  to 
Milk  Supply. 

The  Council  has  approved  of  a scheme  whereby  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  work  of  the  District  will  be  considerably 
extended.  This  proposal  includes  the  appointment  of  a trained 
nurse  with  the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  4 whole- 
time  health  visitor  who,  in  addition  to  being  able  to  more  adequately 
perf orrarnrg*  the  duties  enumerated  above,  will  continue  the  home 
visiting  of  children  up  to  school  age,  will  enquire  into  cases  of 
death  in  young  children,  and,  since  the  restrictions  Imposed  upon 
a practising  midwife  will  he  no  longer  operative,  will  visit  cases 
of  puerperal  fever.  T'h€\  number  births  per  annum  being  about  300, 
this  appointment  will  make  ample  provision  for  Health  Visiting . 

The  establishment  of  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre  with  the  Medica.\ 

Afficer  of  Health  In  charce,  is  also  included  in  the  scheme 
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particularly  suitable  premises  now  being  available  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  proposed  to  open  the  centre  for  one  afternoon  in  each  week 
when  the  Medical  Officer  and  Health  Visitor  will  be  in  attendance. 
Mothers  will  be  Invited  to  bring  their  infants,  whose  condition 
and  progress  will  be  recorded,  and  the  mothers  will  be  advised  as  to 
the  general  management  of  their  children.  An  effort  is  to  made  to 
obtain  the  assistance  of  voluntary  helpers  in  carrying  out  the  above 
scheme.  Two  voluntary  associations  provide  nursing  services  in 
Beeston,  and  one  of  these  provides  midwifery  also.  It  is  considered 
that  the  needs  of  the  District  will  be  met  by  the  work  of  the 
Council's  Scheme  together  with  that  of  the  voluntary  agencies . These 
proposals  now  await  the  sanction  oi  tne  Ministry  of  Meal th. 

Infectious  Diseases  of  Child  birth  and  Infancy. 

Ho  case  of  puerperal  fever  occurred  during  the  year.  f|3  already 
stated,  there  were  two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum;  both  recovered 
completely,  one  having  been  treated  at  home  and  the  other  as  an  out- 
patient at  the  Nottingham  Eye  Infirmary.  Reference  has  already  been 
made  to  the  comparative  freedom  of  the  District  from  Measles  durj  ng  the 
year,  and  the  somewhat  increased  prevalence  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the 
autumn  and  winter  months;  among  infants  and  young  children  under  two 
years  the  former  disease  caused  one  death  and  the  latter  three. 

Epidemic  diarrhoea  caused  no  deaths  during  the  year  and  Poliomyelitis 
has  been  absent. 

Infant  Mp rtality . 

-he  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  19; 
of  these  children  3 were  illegitimate.  This  gives  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  62-9  per  1,000  births,  a rate  lower  than  any  of  which  I have  a 
record  for  the  District,  the  lowest  hitherto  having  been  73*9  in  1915. 
The  rate  for  the  District  in  1919  was  99*1  and  that  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1920  is  80.  The  District  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
may  be  further  analysed  into  a Legitimate  Death  Rate  of  56-7  and  an 
Illegitimate  Death  Rate  of  150*0.  There  were  four  still  births  during 
the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  infant  deaths 


Causes  of  death . Under  1 year . 


Whooping  Cough  1 
Convulsions  1 
Bronchitis  4 
Pneumonia  (all  forms)  2 
Syphilis  1 
Injury  at  birth  1 
Premature  birth  7 
Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus  2 


Total 19 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  : SUMMARY. 


Staf f . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
( part  time ) . . . 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Surveyor 

Plealth  Visitor .......  . 

Assistant  in  the  Health 
Department 

Hospital  Accorrmoda  tion . 

For  Scarlet  lever,  Diphtheria 


C.H.vVarner,  M.B.,  B. Sc  .,  (London  ) , 
D.P.H. , (Oxon  ) , F.1 .0 . 

W. F .Bickford  (resigned  Dec.  1920) 
Nurse  R . E . Stannard , Cert.  3 

years  general  training. 

Miss  E . M. Thornhill . 


and  Typhoid  Fever:  Basford 


Sanatorium  by  arrangement  with  the  Basford  Rural  District  Council. 
23  Beeston  Residents  admitted  in  1920  (Scarlet  Fever  20, 

Diphtheria  3) 
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For  Small  Pox.  Rushcliff'e  Isolation  Hospital,  Hucknall . 

iMo  cases  admitted  in  1920. 

For  Tuberculosis.  xta'nsom  banato rium , Mansfield. 

Administered  by  the  County  Council; 

8 cases  admitted  in  1919. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  the  District . 

The  following  Acts  or  parts  of  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Beeston  Urban  District  Council : - 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  18S0. 

2.  The  Public  Health  Acts,  Amendment  Act,  189C. 

3.  The  Baths  and  Wash  Houses  Acts. 

4.  Hie  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

5.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

6.  The  following  parts  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  Amendment- 
Act,  1907. 

Parts  2,  3,  Sections  52-66  inclusive,  Section  68  of  Part 
4,  Parts  5,  6,  and  10. 

Bacteriological  Aids  to  Diagno sis. 

Beeston  spe'clmens  exaThlned  ' in  1919  at  Nottingham  City  Laboratory 
by  arrangement  with  the  County  Medical  Officer;  for  Tuberculosis  8; 
for  Diphtheria  5. 

HO  Up  IN  G . 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District . 

The  total  number  of  complete  houses  in  the  District  at  the  end 
of  1920  was  3030.  Fourteen  houses  were  built  during  the  year  and  none- 
demolished.  The  shortage  of  houses  was  estimated  at  300  by  my 
predecessor  in  October  1919;  i-t  is  evident,  therefore,  tnat  the  local 
housing  situation  still  remains . an  acute  phase. 

Overcrowding  due  chiefly  to  the  cessation  of  building  during  the 
war,  but  partly  also  to  the  unusually  large  number  of  marriages  of 
recent  years,  and  an  overflow  of  population  from  the  City  of  Nottingham., 
is  exceedingly  prevalent,  and  little  can  bs  done  to  mitigate  it  until 
there  is  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  ©f  houses  available. 

The  Council's  Housing  Scheme  is  making  good  progress.  It  is 
intended  to  build  300  houses  on  a site  of  44  acres  purchased  by  the 
Council.  At  the  end  of  the  year  28  houses  had  been  commenced;  at  the 
time  ©f  writing  this  number  has  been  increased  to  34  and  some  are 
practically  read?/  for  occupation. 

N©  important  changes  in  the  population  have  taken  placr  during 
the  ygaT  nor  Ire  any  anticipated  in  the  near  future;  the  proposed  new 
Nottingham  t©  Boston  Boulevard  will  probably,  however,  cause  a more 
rapid  development  ©f  the  eastern  portion  of  the  District  than  would 
ether wise  take  place. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

For  the 'most  part,  Be  eaten  is  a.  town  built  upon  modern  lines  and 
the  general  standard,  of  the  Housing  of  the  District  compares  by  no 
means  unfavourably  with  that  ©f  most  similar  towns. 

In  general,  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses  are  of  a 
somewhat  minor  nature  and  can  be  remedied  without  very  great  difficulty, 
apart  from,  the  cost  ©f  labour  and  materials,  which  still  presses  heavily 
In  very  many  cases  the  tenants  are  not  free  from  blame,  but  the  majority 
of  defects  which  come  under  observation  must  be  ascribed  to  lack  of 
proper  management  and  supervision  by  owners.  While  minor  defects 
predominate,  there  are  a number  of  old.  houses  in  the  District  which  can 
■lover  be  rendered  fit  in  all  respects  for  human  habitation  and  a more 
drastic  treatment  of  these  cases  is  only  postponed  so  long  as  the 
snertage  of  houses  remains  at  a high  figure. 

It  has  generally  been  found  that  when  the  attention  of  mi  ,.n^r 
has  been  direct*^  t«  « housing  d~f .,ct , it  has  bo  - l r rrudied  . ith  ut  tb* 
mvcossity  c.  f formal  pr  co,  dings. 
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The  conditions  affecting  housing  as  regards  -later  supply, 
closet  accommodation  and  refuse  disposal  have  been  referred  to  in 
another  part  of  this  report.  It  need  only  be  added  that  all 
houses  no w being  erected,  or  lo  be  erected  in  the  future,  v/ill  be 
provided  water-close ts  and  that  the  water  supply  and  sewage 

disposal  system  of  the  district  are  such  that  there  is  ample 
provision  for  any  development  of  the  town  ir.hich  is  likely  to  take 
place  for  a considerable  period. 

No  part  of  the  District  is  considered  to  be  an  Unhealthy • 
Area  as  defined  in  the  Housing  Acts. 

Eye -Laws  Relating  to  Houses ♦ 

The  bounciT1’ s'HBye -Lav/s  relating  to  houses  have  been  found 
adequate  on  the  whole.  I am  in  agreement,  however,  >ith  views 
expressed  to  me  by  Mr.  E . A.  Bush  - who  has  returned  to  the 
District  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  and  whose  knowledge 
of  the  neighbourhood  I have  already  found  most  helpful  - to  the 
effect  that  insufficient  provision  is  made  in  the  existing  Bye- 
Laws  for  air-space  about  buildings. 

HO USING  STATISTICS . 

Year  ended  31st  Dec. 1920. 


1.  General. 


(1) 

Estimated  Population 

12,627 

12) 

General  Death  Rate 

9 • 2 

(3) 

Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis 

1*11 

(4) 

Infantile  Mortality 

62  • 9 

(5) 

HuTi.be r of  Dwelling  Houses  of 

30oC 

all  classes 

( 6 ) 

Number  of  'Working  class 

D we 1 1 ing  houses 

2340 

(V) 

Number  of  new  working  class 

houses  erected 

13 

2.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 


I » inspection . 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (Under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  (*trz  50 

( 2 ) U umber  of  dwelling  ho  us  e s wh  i ch 

inspected,  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  128 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  -unfit  for  human  habitation.  0 

(4)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

these  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-heading))  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  50 

2 . Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  o f_ _F o rmal  N otic es  . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  taken  by 

the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers.  25 

N.B.  The  discrepancy  between  this  number  and 
the  preceding  Is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  a number  of  defects  came  under 
observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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3.  Acti  on  under  St  a tut  o r y Poorer  s . 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning  etc. Act,  1919.  Ail 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts.  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc. 

Act,  1909. 

The  only  action  taken  was  the  determination  of  one 
closing  order,  which  was  made  in  1919,  the  dwelling  house  having 
been  rendered  fit. 

5.  Unhealthy  Areas . 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to 
Improvement  schemes  under  the  Act  of  1890.  Nil 

4.  Number  o f Ho us es  not  comp 1 y in g wit h the  Pulldi n g Bye -Laws . 


Erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority 

under  Section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town 

Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919.  13 

5.  Staff  Engaged  on  Ho using  Ho rk . 

In  addition  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Assistant  in  the  Health  Department, 
a specially  appointed  officer  is  engaged  on  this  work,  carrying 
out  the  duties  of  Clerk  of  Works  and  Architectural  Assistant. 

I append  certain  tables  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  which  have  been 
extended  to  me  during  the  portion  of  the  year^  I have  acted  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  to  the  other  Officers  of  the  Council, 
and  my  predecessor  in  office,  Dr.  Parkinson,  for  information 
utilised  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


May  3rd,  1921. 


TSPPENlDIX: 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1920,  FOR  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  OF  BEESTON,  (Notts.). 

On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

FACTORIES 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

155 

2 

O 

WORKSHOPS  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

no 

I 

O 

WORKPLACES... 

(Other  than  Out-workers’  premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

I 

O 

O 

Total  ... 

266 

3 

O 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES. 


Number  of 

Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

Particulars. 

Found 

Reme- 

Referred 
to  H .M. 

died. 

Inspector. 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

2 

2 

O 

O 

Want  of  ventilation 

O 

Overcrowding 

O 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

O 

Other  Nuisances 

O 

r.  ( Insufficient  ... 

I 

I 

O 

O 

Sanitary  J Unsuitable  or  defective 

Accommodation  j Not  separate  for  sexes 

5 

5 

O 

O 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 

shop  Acts : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 

O 

house  (s.  201) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  offences 

O 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  part  3 of  this 

O 

Report) 

Total 

8 

8 

O 

O 

3-  — HOME-WORK. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Section 

[07. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

served  on 

Nature  of  Work. 

Sending  twice  in 
the  year. 

Sending  once  in 
the  year. 

Occupiers 
as  to 

Outworkers. 

Outworkers. 

keeping  or 
sending 

Lists. 

Lists. 

Contr- 

actors. 

Work- 

men. 

Lists 

Contr- 

actors 

‘Work- 

men 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  &c. 

Hosiery,  ... 

Lace,  lace  curtains 

2 

o 

2 

O 

O 

0 

O 

and  nets 

10 

o 

2 r 

12 

0 

2 r 

0 

Total 

12 

o 

23 

I 2 

0 

2 1 

0 

4.~REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

Workshop  Bakehouses 

7 

Makers  of  Wearing  Apparel  (various)  ... 

S 

Cabinet-making  and  Joinery 

4 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairers 

4 

Various 

6 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register 

29 

Total  Number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  ... 

73 
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